LA VICTOIRE INTEGRALS"

assault, and push their advantage to the utmost. True
they have forced back our lines of defence. But final success
is that alone which matters, and that success for us is certain.
The Government you see before you took office with the
firm resolve never to surrender. So long as we stand here
our country will be defended to the last. Give way we never
shall.

*" Germany has once more staked her all on one great blow,
thinking to cow us into abandoning the conflict. Her armies
have tried this desperate game before. They tried it on the
Marne, they tried it on the Yser, they tried it at Verdun,
they tried it elsewhere. But they never have succeeded, and
they never shall. Our Allies to-day are the leading nations
o^ the world. They have one and all pledged themselves
to fight on till victory is within our grasp. The men who
have already fallen have not fallen in vain. By their death
they have once more made French history a great and noble
record. It is now for the living to finish the glorious work
done by the dead*"

This great speech raised the overwhelming majority of the
Assembly to the highest pitch of enthusiasm. Nearly all
present felt that the destinies of France hung in the balance,
and that any vote given which might tend to discourage the
men at the front at such a time was a direct service rendered
to the enemy whose bombs were sven then falling in the
heart of Paris. The vote of confidence in Clemenceau and
his Ministry was carried by 377 votes to 110; and of these
110 more than a third were convinced shortly afterwards
that the course they had then taken in order to preserve
the unity of their forces as factionists was unworthy of their
dignity as men.

Then, too, when the tide turned and the German hordes,
after fresh, glorious battles o& the Marne and of the Somzne,
were in headlong retreat, Clemenceau, unelated by victory as
he was undiscouraged by defeat, repeated again: " Je fais la
guerre. Je fais la guerre. Je fais la guerre." Not until the